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Colin Mang, co-chair of the Central Etobicoke Community Hub co-ordinating committee, shows off a map of the lack of local services for the Central Etobicoke
area. The CECH has worked for more than three years to identify and create a hub with multiple organizations providing community services.

COMMUNITY PUSH FOR HUB GAINS TRACTION
TAMARA SHEPHARD
tshephard@toronto.com
A Central Etobicoke community hub could move one step
closer to reality this fall.
The city's economic and community development committee
voted earlier this month to request numerous city departments report back by year's end

on locating multi-agency service
providers in a community hub at
city-owned redevelopment sites
in central Etobicoke.
Etobicoke Centre Coun. Stephen Holyday authored the motion.
"It's an idea without a home
right now," Holyday said. "I'm
very much encouraged by the level of work that has gone into this.
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This isn't an abstract idea. It
could become reality."
Formed three years ago, the
Central Etobicoke Community
Hub Initiative is comprised of
central Etobicoke residents and
representatives from not-forprofit service agencies, municipal agencies and community service agencies.
Last week, the initiative's com-

munity open house attracted a
standing room-only crowd.
Attendees learned the initiative is advocating for a community hub that goes beyond a recreation centre or city-operated
community centre. Community
hubs provide a broad range of indemand services.
See EXISTING, page 5
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EXISTING CIVIC CENTRE COULD BE REPURPOSED, PROPONENTS SAY
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"It would be a full-service hub,
not just recreation," said Colin
Mang, co-chair of the Central
Etobicoke Community Hub Initiative. "Employment services,
immigrant settlement services,
cultural services, health and
mental health services. The top
service need that came out of the
feasibility study was for a community health centre or an offshoot of a community health centre. There are LAMP, Stonegate
and Rexdale community health
centres elsewhere in Etobicoke."
A recent feasibility study by
Social Planning Toronto, commissioned by the city, determined community infrastructure and facilities have not expanded to keep pace with population growth or demographic
change in the area.
Central Etobicoke has fewer
community services than most
other areas of Toronto, as identified by a city map and referenced
by the feasibility study.
"You look at the many points

on the city map representing local services and see the lack of
services in central Etobicoke. We
really want to fix this issue,"
Mang said.
Meanwhile, the area is home
to a large, high-needs population,
including seniors, youth and lowincome Canadians.
The proportion of seniors and
youth living in central Etobicoke is
higher than in Toronto as a whole,
2016 census data indicated.
Immigrants now comprise 42
per cent of residents in the area,
2017 Statistics Canada data indicated.
While
Etobicoke
Centre
boasts some affluent neighbourhoods, it has a 13 per cent poverty
rate, as high as 26 per cent in
some neighbourhoods, 2016 census data reported.
Initiative co-chair Jack Fleming witnessed central Etobicoke's
changing demographics and service challenges when he moved
back in 2013 after living abroad
for 20 years.
"I started to appreciate how
much the community had
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Etobicoke Community Hub
co-ordinating committee.
changed," Fleming said. "It
looked different. It felt different.
There were different populations
and challenges. Somehow, this
community is lagging behind. Local needs are not being addressed."
A need for seniors' recreation,

health care services, youth services and enhanced youth spaces
were key findings of the study's
focus groups and interviews.
Feasibility study participants
also raised concerns about the
lack of existing infrastructure
and facilities.
Where would a central Etobicoke community hub be located?
Mang's group is proposing use
of 50,000 square feet of repurposed space in the existing (circa-1958) Etobicoke Civic Centre at
Burnhamthorpe Road and High-

way 427.
Creating a community hub
within the existing Etobicoke
Civic Centre would be contingent
on Toronto council approving
city plans to build a new civic centre at Kipling Avenue and Bloor
Street West on the former Westwood Theatre lands.
"We're eagerly awaiting city
staff recommendations at the end
of the year," Mang said. "The reason we're doing this now is because decisions are being made
now about what could happen in
the next five years," with a new
civic centre. "The existing civic
centre is already configured for
what we're looking to do. It would
be very easy to repurpose it for
community spaces."
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STORY BEHIND THE STORY

When reporter Tamara Shephard learned
about the advocacy around creating a
Central Etobicoke Community Hub, she
wanted to hear the reasons behind it,
and what impact a hub would have on
the community.
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